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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OFCALIFORNIA 

JUSTIN LYTLE and CHRISTINE 
MUSTHALER,

Plaintiffs,

v.

NUTRAMAX LABORATORIES, INC.  
and NUTRAMAX LABORATORIES 
VETERINARY SCIENCES, INC.,

Defendants.

Case No. 5:19-CV-00835-FMO-SP 
 

Assigned to: Hon. Fernando M. Olguin  

[PROPOSED] ORDER 
GRANTING PLAINTIFFS’ 
UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF 
CLASS SETTLEMENT 
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WHEREAS, Plaintiffs Justin Lytle and Christine Musthaler (“Class Representatives”), 

on behalf of themselves and the Class as defined below, and Defendants Nutramax Laboratories, 

Inc. and Nutramax Laboratories Veterinary Sciences, Inc. (“Defendants” or “Nutramax”) 

(collectively, the “Parties”) entered into a Settlement Agreement on July 28,  2025, which sets 

forth the terms and conditions for a proposed settlement of this Lawsuit and for its dismissal with 

prejudice upon the terms and conditions set forth therein, subject to Court approval; 

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs have moved the Court for an order (i) preliminarily approving the 

Settlement under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23, (ii) certifying the Class on the same terms 

the Court previously certified, (iii) directing notice as set forth herein, and (iv) scheduling the 

Final Approval Hearing; 

WHEREAS, the Settlement is the product of informed, arms’-length settlement 

negotiation conducted before the neutral mediator Judge David Duncan on April 10, 2025;  

WHEREAS, the Court is familiar with and has reviewed the record, the Settlement 

Agreement, Plaintiffs’ Notice of Motion and Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action 

Settlement, the Memorandum of Points and Authorities in Support Thereof, the supporting 

Declarations, and the exhibits attached to the foregoing, and has found good cause for entering 

the following Order; and  

WHEREAS, unless otherwise specified, all capitalized terms used herein have the same 

meaning as set forth in the Settlement Agreement. 

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby ORDERED and ADJUDGED as follows: 

1. The Court finds that it has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Lawsuit and 

over all Parties to the Lawsuit. 

2. Plaintiffs have moved the Court for an order (i) preliminarily approving the 

Settlement of the Action under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23, (ii) certifying the Class on the 

same terms the Court previously certified, and (iii) directing notice as set forth herein. 

3. The Court preliminarily finds that, subject to the Final Approval Hearing, the 
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Settlement Agreement, including the exhibits attached thereto, is fair, reasonable, and adequate

pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23, is within the range of possible approval, and is in 

the best interests of the Class defined below.

4. The Court further finds that the Settlement Agreement substantially fulfills the 

purposes and objectives of the class action and provides substantial relief to the Class without the 

risks, burdens, costs, or delay associated with continued litigation, trial, and/or appeal.  The Court 

also finds that the Settlement Agreement: (a) is the result of arm’s-length negotiations between 

experienced class action attorneys; (b) is sufficient to warrant notice of the Settlement and the 

Final Approval Hearing to be disseminated to the Class; (c) meets all applicable requirements of 

law, including Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23, the Class Action Fairness Act, 28 U.S.C. § 

1715, and the United States Constitution; and (d) is not a finding or admission of liability by 

Defendants or any other person(s), nor a finding of the validity of any claims asserted in the 

Action or of any wrongdoing or any violation of law. 

5. Certification of the Class.  The Court previously (a) appointed Milberg Coleman 

Bryson Phillips Grossman PLLC and Levin Papantonio as Class Counsel, and (b) appointed 

Plaintiffs Justin Lytle and Christine Musthaler as Class Representatives. ECF No. 146. The Court 

confirms these appointments, holding that these attorneys are competent and capable of exercising 

the responsibilities of Class Counsel and that Class Representatives will adequately protect the 

interests of the Class defined below.

The Court also certified a Class, defined as:

All persons residing in California who purchased during the limitations 

period the following canine Cosequin® products for personal use: 

Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Chewable Tablets; Cosequin® DS 

Maximum Strength Plus MSM Chewable Tablets; and Cosequin® DS 

Maximum Strength Plus MSM Soft Chews.

ECF No. 146. 
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Because the Settlement Agreement adopts this class definition, Settlement 

Agreement (“SA”) § 1.1,  the Court need not reconsider the Class’s definition. The Court confirms 

this Class definition.

Excluded from the Class are: (i) Nutramax, as well as its officers, employees, 

agents, or affiliates; (ii) Nutramax’s past and present employees; and (iii) the members of the 

Court and its staff; and (iv) anyone who opts out of the Class. Id. § 1.3.

The Class Period shall be May 3, 2016, through May 6, 2022. Id. § 1.2.

The Court previously considered and determined that the class certification is 

appropriate in this Action. ECF No. 146. Because there have been no changes in circumstance, 

the Court finds that the Court need not reconsider its previous determination certifying the Class. 

Accordingly, the Court confirms its previous findings that: (a) the Class is so numerous that 

joinder of all members is impracticable; (b) there are questions of fact and law common to the 

Class; (c) the claims of the Class Representatives are typical of the claims of the members of the 

Class; (d) the Class Representatives and Class Counsel will fairly and adequately protect the 

interests of the members of the Class; (e) common questions of law or fact predominate over 

questions affecting individual members; and (f) a class action is a superior method for fairly and 

efficiently adjudicating this Action. ECF No. 146.

If the Settlement Agreement does not receive the Court’s final approval, if final 

approval is reversed on appeal, or if the Settlement Agreement is terminated or otherwise fails to 

become effective, the Parties shall revert to their positions in the Action as they existed before the 

Settlement Agreement’s execution date, July 28, 2025. 

6. Notice and Administration.  Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23(e), 

the Court finds that it has sufficient information to enable it to determine whether to give notice 

of the proposed Settlement to the Class. The Court further finds that the proposed Settlement and 

Notice Plan meet the requirements of Rule 23(e) and that the Court can certify the Class for 

purposes of judgment on the Settlement. 
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The Notice Plan submitted with the Motion for Preliminary Approval and the 

forms of notice attached thereto satisfy the requirements of Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23 

and are approved. Non-material modifications to the notices and payment information form may 

be made by the Settlement Administrator without further order of the Court, so long as they are 

approved by the Parties and consistent in all material respects with the Settlement Agreement and 

this Order. The Settlement Administrator is directed to carry out the Notice Plan in conformity

with the Settlement Agreement and the below-stated schedule, and to perform all other tasks that 

the Settlement Agreement requires. Class Counsel shall file an appropriate declaration by the 

Settlement Administrator demonstrating compliance with the provisions of the Notice Plan at 

least 14 days prior to the Final Approval Hearing. 

The Court further finds that the form, content, and method of giving notice to the 

Class as described in the Notice Plan submitted with the Motion for Preliminary Approval: (a) 

constitute the best practicable notice to the Class; (b) are reasonably calculated, under the 

circumstances, to apprise the Class Members of the pendency of the Action, the terms of the 

proposed Settlement, and their rights to object to the Settlement and to exclude themselves from 

the Class; (c) are reasonable and constitute due, adequate, and sufficient notice to those persons 

entitled to receive notice; and (d) satisfy the requirements of Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23, 

the constitutional requirement of due process, and any other legal requirements. The Court finds 

that the notices are written in plain language, use simple terminology, and are designed to be 

readily understandable by the Class Members. 

The Parties have selected Epiq Class Action & Claims Solutions, Inc. (“Epiq”) to 

serve as the Settlement Administrator. Upon due consideration, the Court hereby appoints and 

authorizes Epiq to be the Settlement Administrator, and to perform and execute the notice 

responsibilities set forth in the Settlement Agreement and by this Court. 

Epiq shall act in compliance with the Stipulated Protective Order, ECF No. 65, 

including but not limited to making all necessary efforts and precautions to ensure the security 
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and privacy of Class Member information and protect it from loss, misuse, unauthorized access 

and disclosure, and to protect against any reasonably anticipated threats or hazards to the security 

of Class Member information; not using the information provided by Defendants or Class Counsel 

in connection with the Settlement or this Notice Plan for any purposes other than providing notice 

or conducting settlement administration; and not sharing Class Member information with any 

third parties without advance consent from the Parties.

The Court finds that Epiq will comply with the notice provisions of the Class 

Action Fairness Act of 2005, 28 U.S.C. § 1715, as described in the Declaration of Cameron R. 

Azari.

The Court orders Epiq to commence the Notice Plan to Class Members within 

sixty (60) calendar days after entry of this Preliminary Approval Order. Should supplemental 

notice be required, pursuant to the terms and requirements of the Settlement Agreement, Epiq 

will provide and complete such supplemental notice no later than thirty (30) calendar days prior 

to the Objection and Exclusion Deadline. The Objection Deadline and Opt-Out Deadline shall be 

set ninety (90) calendar days after Epiq commences the Notice Plan. Epiq will further provide a 

declaration that Notice has been effectuated (“Proof of Notice Date”), which shall be filed with 

the Motion for Final Approval. 

7. Submission of Payment Information.  Class Members will have 120 calendar 

days from the Notice Date to submit a claim (“Response Deadline”), which is adequate and 

sufficient time. Class Members who submit a valid claim approved by the Settlement 

Administrator within 120 days of the Notice Date may qualify to receive benefits of the 

Settlement. 

The total amount distributed to the Class Members who submit valid claims shall 

be the Settlement Fund, less the cost of settlement Notice, any Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses 

Award, and any Service Awards (the “Net Settlement Fund”). In the event that funds remain in 

the Net Settlement Fund following payment of such awards, the remainder will be distributed to 
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the Cy Pres Recipient set forth in the Settlement Agreement and approved by the Court: Valor 

Service Dogs. Each Class Member who submits a valid claim shall be eligible to receive up to 

$25.00 per unit of qualifying Cosequin Product purchased during the Class Period, up to a 

maximum of $150.00, if multiple units were purchased. Recovery is limited to one claim per 

Household, which is defined as all persons residing at the same physical address. If the total value 

of all validated claims exceeds the Net Settlement Fund, the amounts of cash payments will be 

reduced on a pro rata basis. Class Members who submit valid claims may elect to receive their 

settlement compensation by physical check, electronic check, or Automated Clearing House 

(“ACH,” or direct deposit).

8. Opting-Out from the Class.  Any person falling within the definition of the Class 

may, upon request, be excluded or “opt out” from the Class. Any such person who desires to opt 

out may submit a written request of such intent online through the Settlement Website or by mail.

The written request for exclusion must (i) bear the Class Member’s signature; (ii) include the 

Class Member’s full legal name, mailing address, and functioning telephone number; (iii) state 

that the Class Member has reviewed and understood the Class Notice and chooses to be excluded 

from the Settlement; (iv) provide the name of and contact information for the Class Member’s 

attorney, if the Class Member is represented; and (v) provide proof that the Class Member 

purchased a qualifying Cosequin Product during the Class Period. 

Opt-out requests seeking exclusion on behalf of more than one individual or on 

behalf of another individual shall be deemed invalid by the Settlement Administrator. Opt-out 

requests that fail to satisfy the requirements established above shall be deemed invalid by the 

Settlement Administrator. Opt-out requests submitted by an attorney, rather than by a Class 

Member, shall be deemed invalid by the Settlement Administrator. To be effective, the written 

notice seeking exclusion shall be submitted no later than the Opt-Out Deadline, which is set ninety 

(90) calendar days after first Notice is sent. All mailed written notices seeking exclusion must be 

postmarked by the Opt-Out Deadline. All those persons submitting valid and timely requests for 
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exclusion shall not be entitled to receive any benefits of the Settlement and shall not be entitled 

to object to the Settlement.

Any Class Member who does not timely and validly exclude themselves from the 

Settlement shall be bound by the terms of the Settlement. If final judgment is entered, any Class 

Member who has not submitted a timely, valid written request for exclusion from the Class shall 

be bound by all subsequent proceedings, orders, and judgments in this matter, including but not 

limited to the Release set forth in the Settlement Agreement and incorporated in the judgment.

9. Objections and Appearances.  Any Class Member who has not submitted a 

timely written request for exclusion from the Class and who wishes to object to the Settlement 

must submit a written objection to the Court by the Objection Deadline, which is set ninety (90)

days after first Notice is sent. A Class Member may object to the Settlement, the benefits of the 

Settlement, Service Awards, and/or the Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses Award, and/or may seek to 

appear at the Final Approval Hearing and show cause, if any, why the Settlement should not be 

approved as fair, reasonable, and adequate to the Class, why a Final Approval Order and Judgment 

should not be entered thereon, why the benefits of the Settlement should not be approved, or why 

the Service Awards and/or the Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses Award should not be granted, but 

must proceed as set forth in this paragraph.  

A Class Member wishing to object to the Settlement must submit his or her written 

objection (i) through the Court’s Electronic Court Files (“ECF”) system by 11:59 p.m. Pacific 

Time on the Objection Deadline, or (ii) through the Settlement Website by the Objection 

Deadline. In order to be valid, an objection must be in writing and must (i) include the Class 

Member’s full legal name, mailing address, and functioning telephone number and their attorney,

if represented; (ii) include information sufficient to verify that the objector is a Class Member and 

wishes to object to the Settlement; (iii) state whether the objection applies to the objecting Class 

Member individually, to a subset of the Class, or to the entire Class; (iv) state the grounds for the 

objection; (v) request to present argument at the Final Approval Hearing, if such a request is 
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intended to be made, and attach advance copies of any materials that are intended to be submitted 

or presented to the Court; and (vi) be personally signed and dated by the objecting Class Member

or by their attorney, if represented. Class Members who fail to timely submit a written objection 

in the manner established above shall be deemed to have waived any objection to the Settlement 

and shall be foreclosed from raising any objection to the Settlement at the Final Approval Hearing, 

or through appeal, collateral attack, or otherwise. 

Any Settlement Member who timely submits a written objection in the manner 

described above has the option to appear and request to be heard at the Final Approval Hearing, 

either in person or through the objecting Class Member’s counsel, if applicable. Any objecting 

Class Member wishing to appear and be heard at the Final Approval Hearing, either in person or 

through the objecting Class Member’s counsel, must (i) formally request to present argument to 

the Court at the Final Approval Hearing; (ii) provide the information established above for both 

the objecting Class Member and their counsel; and (iii) present advanced copies of all materials 

intended to be submitted or presented to the Court. If an objecting Class Member wishes to be 

represented by an attorney, the objector shall be solely responsible for the objector’s attorneys’ 

fees and expenses. Counsel for an objecting Class Member seeking to appear at the Final 

Approval Hearing must enter a Notice of Appearance no later than fourteen (14) days before the 

Final Approval Hearing.

10. Final Approval Hearing.  A hearing will be held by this Court in the Courtroom 

of the Honorable Fernando M. Olguin, United States District Court for the Central District of 

California, United States Courthouse, Courtroom 6D on the 6th Floor, 350 W. 1st Street, Los 

Angeles, CA 90012 at  the date and time established below(“Final Approval Hearing”), to 

determine: (a) whether the Settlement should be approved as fair, reasonable, and adequate to the 

Class; (b) whether a Final Approval Order and Judgment should be entered; (c) whether the 

Settlement benefits as proposed in the Settlement Agreement should be approved as fair, 

reasonable, and adequate; (d) whether to approve the application for Service Awards for the Class 
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Representatives and an Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses Award; and (e) any other matters that may 

properly be brought before the Court in connection with the Settlement. The Court may approve 

the Settlement with such modifications as the Parties may agree to, if appropriate, without further 

notice to the Class. 

11. Final Approval Briefing.  Class Representatives and Class Counsel shall file their 

motion seeking final approval of the Settlement at least twenty-one (21) days before the Final 

Approval Hearing. All briefing and supporting documents in support of a motion for Attorneys’ 

Fees and Expenses and Service Awards must be filed at least thirty (30) days prior to the Objection 

and Opt-Out Deadlines—or sixty (60) days following the Notice Date. Defendants reserve the 

right to object to or oppose Class Counsel’s requests for attorneys’ fees and expenses. 

12. Reasonable Procedures.  Class Counsel and Defense Counsel are hereby 

authorized to use all reasonable procedures in connection with approval and administration of the 

Settlement that are not materially inconsistent with this Order or the Settlement Agreement, 

including making, without further approval of the Court, minor changes to the form or content of 

the notices and other exhibits that they jointly agree are reasonable or necessary to further the 

purpose of effectuating the Settlement Agreement.

13. Extension of Deadlines.  Upon application of the Parties and good cause shown, 

the deadlines set forth in this Order may be extended by order of the Court, without further notice 

to the Class. Class Members must check the Settlement Website regularly for updates and further 

details regarding extensions of these deadlines. The Court reserves the right to adjourn or continue 

the Final Approval Hearing, and/or to extend the deadlines set forth in this Order, without further 

notice of any kind to the Class. 

14. Termination of the Settlement and Use of this Order.  If the Settlement fails to 

become effective in accordance with its terms, or if the Final Order and Judgment is not entered 

or is reversed or vacated on appeal, this Order shall be null and void, the Settlement Agreement 

shall be deemed terminated, and the Parties shall return to their positions without any prejudice, 
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as provided for in the Settlement Agreement. The fact and terms of this Order or the Settlement, 

all negotiations, discussions, drafts and proceedings in connection with this Order or the 

Settlement, and any act performed or document signed in connection with this Order or the 

Settlement, shall not, in this or any other Court, administrative agency, arbitration forum, or other 

tribunal, constitute an admission, or evidence, or be deemed to create any inference (i) of any acts 

of wrongdoing or lack of wrongdoing, (ii) of any liability on the part of Defendants to Plaintiffs, 

the Class, or anyone else, (iii) of any deficiency of any claim or defense that has been or could 

have been asserted in this Action, (iv) of any damages or absence of damages suffered by 

Plaintiffs, the Class, or anyone else, or (v) that any benefits obtained by the Class under the 

Settlement represent the amount that could or would have been recovered from Defendants in this 

Action if it were not settled at this time. The fact and terms of this Order or the Settlement, and 

all negotiations, discussions, drafts, and proceedings associated with this Order or the Settlement, 

including the judgment and the Release provided for in the Settlement Agreement, shall not be 

offered or received in evidence or used for any other purpose in this or any other proceeding in 

any court, administrative agency, arbitration forum, or other tribunal, except as necessary to 

enforce the terms of this Order, the Final Order and Judgment, and/or the Settlement.  

15. Related Orders.  All further proceedings in this Action are ordered stayed until 

entry of the Final Approval Order or termination of the Settlement Agreement, whichever occurs 

earlier, except for those matters necessary to obtain and/or effectuate final approval of the 

Settlement Agreement. 

16. For the sake of clarity, the Court enters the following deadlines: 

EVENT DATE

Notice Date, on which Notice 

commences

60 days following preliminary approval order 
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Deadline for Class Counsel to submit 

Motion for Attorneys’ Fees and 

Expenses and Service Awards   

30 days prior to the Objection and Opt-Out 

Deadline (the Objection and Opt-Out 

Deadlines are ninety (90) days following 

Notice Date) 

Deadline for Class Members to submit 

written Objections, including supporting 

documentation, if applicable 

Ninety (90) days following Notice Date  

Deadline for Class Members to submit 

written requests for exclusion from the 

Settlement  

Ninety (90) days following Notice Date  

Deadline for Class Members to submit 

valid claims  

120 days following Notice Date 

Deadline to submit declaration 

establishing proof of notice 

Twenty-one (21) days prior to Final 

Approval Hearing 

Deadline for Class Counsel to submit 

Motion for Final Approval, including 

supporting declarations and 

documentation 

Twenty-one (21) days prior to Final 

Approval Hearing 

Deadline for counsel for objectors 

seeking to appear at Final Approval 

Hearing to file a notice of appearance, if 

applicable 

Fourteen (14) days prior to Final Approval 

Hearing
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Deadline for Class Representatives, 

Class Counsel, and/or Defendants to 

submit Responses to written Objections, 

if applicable

Seven (7) days prior to Final Approval 

Hearing

Final Approval Hearing At least 150 days following Notice Date, set 

at the Court’s discretion 

 

On:       

IT IS SO ORDERED.

DATED: _____________, 2025          
FERNANDO M. OLGUIN 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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If you reside in California and purchased certain dog Cosequin®
Products for personal use between May 3, 2016, and May 6, 2022, you 

may be eligible to receive benefits from a class action Settlement. 
A Court authorized this Notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

A $11.5 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit against Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. and 
Nutramax Laboratories Veterinary Sciences, Inc. (together, “Defendants”). The lawsuit alleges Defendants
misrepresented the benefits and effectiveness of certain canine supplements branded under the name Cosequin® 
both in advertising and packaging. Defendants deny all allegations of fault, wrongdoing, or liability made by the 
Plaintiffs. There has been no determination of wrongdoing by the Court. 

The purpose of this Notice is to provide information about this Settlement and explain your rights and options. 

Who is Included? The Class is defined as all persons residing in California who purchased the following canine 
Cosequin® Products for personal use: Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Chewable Tablets; Cosequin® DS 
Maximum Strength Plus MSM Chewable Tablets; and Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus MSM Soft Chews
between May 3, 2016 and May 6, 2022.  

What Does the Settlement Provide? If you are a Class Member, you can submit Claim Form at
www.XXXXXXXXXXXX.com or by mail postmarked by Month XX, 20YY, to be eligible for a Settlement 
Payment of up to $25 per unit of Cosequin® Products purchased between May 3, 2016, and May 6, 2022, up to 
a maximum of $150. Each Household is limited to and may only submit one single Claim Form. For purposes 
of the Settlement, Household is defined as all persons living at the same physical address. 

If the total amount of Valid Claims is more than what remains of the Settlement Fund after removing the 
attorneys’ Fee and Expense Award and service awards, then the Settlement Payment for each Class Member 
will be reduced on a pro rata (a legal term meaning equal) basis. 

More information is available in the Settlement Agreement or the Long Form Notice available at the website. 

Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the Settlement, you must submit an opt-out 
postmarked by Month XX, 20YY. If you do not opt-out, you will give up the right to sue and will release the 
Defendants and Released Parties about the legal claims in this lawsuit. If you do not opt-out, you may object to 
the Settlement and/or the attorneys’ Fee and Expense Award and service awards by Month XX, 20YY. The 
Long Form Notice on the Settlement Website explains how to opt-out or object. If you do nothing, you will get 
no Settlement Payment, and you will be bound by the Settlement and any judgments and orders. The Court will 
hold a Fairness Hearing on Month XX, 20YY, to consider whether to approve the Settlement, Class Counsel’s 
attorneys’ fees of up to 33% of the Settlement Fund and costs, and any objections. You or your lawyer may 
attend and ask to appear at the hearing if you object, but you are not required to do so.  

This notice is a summary. Learn more about the Settlement at www.XXXXXXXXXXXXX.com or call toll 
free 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX. 
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FROM: EMAIL ADDRESS
TO: EMAIL ADDRESS
RE: NUTRAMAX COURT ORDERED NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT

UniqueID:  <<UNIQUE ID>> 

United States District Court for the Central District of California
Justin Lytle and Christine Musthaler v. Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. and Nutramax Laboratories 

Veterinary Sciences, Inc.

If you reside in California and purchased certain dog 
Cosequin® Products for personal use between May 3, 2016, 

and May 6, 2022, you may be eligible to receive benefits from 
a class action Settlement. 

A Court authorized this Notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer.

You can file your Claim Form here.

A $11.5 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit against Nutramax
Laboratories, Inc. and Nutramax Laboratories Veterinary Sciences, Inc. (together, “Defendants”).
The lawsuit alleges Defendants misrepresented the benefits and effectiveness of certain canine 
supplements branded under the name Cosequin® both in advertising and packaging. Defendants 
deny all allegations of fault, wrongdoing, or liability made by the Plaintiffs. There has been no 
determination of wrongdoing by the Court. 

The purpose of this Notice is to provide information about this Settlement and explain your rights 
and options. 

Who is Included? Records show you are a member of the Class, defined as all persons residing
in California who purchased the following canine Cosequin® Products for personal use: 
Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Chewable Tablets; Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus 
MSM Chewable Tablets; and Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus MSM Soft Chews between 
May 3, 2016 and May 6, 2022.  

What Does the Settlement Provide? As a Class Member, you can submit a timely Claim Form 
here or by mail postmarked by Month XX, 20YY, to be eligible for a Settlement Payment of up 
to $25 per unit of Cosequin® Products purchased between May 3, 2016, and May 6, 2022, up to a 
maximum of $150. Each Household is limited to and may only submit one single Claim Form. 
For purposes of the Settlement, Household is defined as all persons living at the same physical 
address. 

If the total amount of Valid Claims is more than what remains of the Settlement Fund after 
removing the attorneys’ Fee and Expense Award and service awards, then the Settlement 
Payment for each Class Member will be reduced on a pro rata (a legal term meaning equal) basis. 

More information is available in the Settlement Agreement or the Long Form Notice. 

Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the Settlement, you must submit an 
opt-out postmarked by Month XX, 20YY. If you do not opt-out, you will give up the right to 

Case 5:19-cv-00835-FMO-SP     Document 203-2     Filed 07/28/25     Page 58 of 68   Page
ID #:6246



sue and will release the Defendants and Released Parties about the legal claims in this lawsuit. If 
you do not opt-out, you may object to the Settlement and/or the attorneys’ Fee and Expense 
Award and service awards by Month XX, 20YY. The Long Form Notice on the Settlement 
Website explains how to opt-out or object. If you do nothing, you will get no Settlement Payment, 
and you will be bound by the Settlement and any judgments and orders. The Court will hold a 
Fairness Hearing on Month XX, 20YY, to consider whether to approve the Settlement, Class 
Counsel’s attorneys’ fees of up to 33% of the Settlement Fund and costs, and any objections. You 
or your lawyer may attend and ask to appear at the hearing if you object, but you are not required 
to do so.  

This notice is a summary. Learn more about the Settlement here or call toll free 1-XXX-XXX-
XXXX. 
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Questions? Go to www.xxxxxxxxxxxxx.com or call 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX 

If you reside in California and purchased certain dog Cosequin®
Products for personal use between May 3, 2016, and May 6, 
2022, you may be eligible to receive benefits from a class 

action Settlement. 
A court has authorized this Notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer.

 A $11.5 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit against Nutramax
Laboratories, Inc. and Nutramax Laboratories Veterinary Sciences, Inc. (together, “Defendants”).
The lawsuit alleges Defendants misrepresented the benefits and effectiveness of certain canine 
supplements branded under the name Cosequin® both in advertising and packaging. Defendants 
deny all allegations of fault, wrongdoing, or liability made by the Plaintiffs. There has been no 
determination of wrongdoing by the Court. 

 You are a Class Member if the following Class definition applies to you: all persons residing in 
California who purchased the following canine Cosequin® products for personal use: Cosequin® 
DS Maximum Strength Chewable Tablets; Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus MSM 
Chewable Tablets; and Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus MSM Soft Chews between May 
3, 2016 and May 6, 2022. 

 Class Members who submit a timely and valid Claim Form are eligible for a Settlement Payment 
of up to $25 per unit of Cosequin® Products purchased between May 3, 2016, and May 6, 2022, 
up to a maximum of $150.  

 Each Household is limited to and may only submit one single Claim Form. For purposes of 
the Settlement, Household is defined as all persons living at the same physical address. 

 If the total amount of Valid Claims is more than what remains of the Settlement Fund after 
removing the attorneys’ Fee and Expense Award and service awards, then the Settlement Payment 
for each Class Member will be reduced on a pro rata (a legal term meaning equal) basis.

This Notice may affect your rights. Please read it carefully.

 These rights and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this Notice. 
 The Court must still decide whether to approve the Settlement, attorneys’ Fee and Expense Award, 

and service awards. No Settlement benefits will be provided unless the Court approves the 
Settlement. 

BASIC INFORMATION 

Your Legal Rights & Options Deadline
Submit a 
Claim Form 

The only way to get a Settlement Payment is to 
submit a timely and valid Claim Form.  

Submitted or Postmarked by:  
MONTH DD, 20YY

Exclude 
Yourself 

Get no Settlement Payment. Keep your right to file 
a lawsuit against the Released Parties for the 
Released Claims involved in this Settlement.

Postmarked by:
MONTH DD, 20YY

Object 
Stay in the Settlement but tell the Court why you do 
not agree with the Settlement. You will still be 
bound by the Settlement if the Court approves it. 

Filed by: 
MONTH DD, 20YY

Do Nothing Get no Settlement Payment. Give up your legal rights. 
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Questions? Go to www.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.com or call 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX 
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1. Why is this Notice being provided? 

A court authorized this Notice because you have the right to know about the Settlement of this class 
action lawsuit, and about all of your rights and options before the Court decides whether to grant final 
approval of the Settlement. This Notice explains the lawsuit, the Settlement, your legal rights, what 
Settlement benefits are available, who is eligible for them, and how to get them. 

The Honorable Fernando M. Olguin of the United States District Court for the Central District of 
California is overseeing this class action. The lawsuit is known as Justin Lytle and Christine 
Musthaler v. Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. and Nutramax Laboratories Veterinary Sciences, Inc., 
Case No. 5:19-cv-00835. The people who filed this lawsuit are called “Plaintiffs”, and the companies 
sued, Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. and Nutramax Laboratories Veterinary Sciences, Inc., are 
“Defendants”. 

2. What is this lawsuit about?

Plaintiffs filed this lawsuit against Defendants on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated,
alleging that Defendants misrepresented the benefits and effectiveness of certain canine supplements 
branded under the name Cosequin® both in advertising and packaging. The lawsuit includes 
Cosequin®-branded dog supplements purchased for personal use between May 3, 2016, and May 6, 
2022.  

Defendants deny the legal claims and deny any wrongdoing or liability. The Court has not made any 
determination of any wrongdoing by Defendants or that any law has been violated. Instead, Plaintiffs 
and Defendants have agreed to a settlement to avoid the risk, cost, and time of continuing the lawsuit. 

3. Why is the lawsuit a class action?

In a class action, one or more people called Class Representatives sue on behalf of other people who 
have similar legal claims. Together, the people are a class or class members. One court resolves the 
issues for all class members, except for those class members who timely exclude themselves (opt-out) 
from the class. 

4. Why is there a Settlement?

Plaintiffs and Defendants do not agree about the legal claims made in this lawsuit. The lawsuit has not
gone to trial, and the Court has not decided in favor of the Plaintiffs or Defendants. Instead, Plaintiffs 
and Defendants have agreed to settle the lawsuit. The Class Representatives and their lawyers believe 
the Settlement is best for Class Members because of the Settlement benefits available and the risks 
and uncertainty associated with continuing the lawsuit.

WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE SETTLEMENT

5. How do I know if I am part of the Settlement?

You are a Class Member if the following Class definition applies to you: all persons residing in 
California who purchased the following canine Cosequin® products for personal use: Cosequin® DS 
Maximum Strength Chewable Tablets; Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus MSM Chewable 
Tablets; and Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus MSM Soft Chews between May 3, 2016 and 
May 6, 2022. 
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Excluded from the Class are: (a) Nutramax and its officers, employees, agents, or affiliates; (b) 
Nutramax’s past and present employees; and (c) the members of the Court and its staff; and (d) Opt-
Outs. 

6. Which Cosequin® Products are included in the Settlement?

Cosequin® Products included in the settlement:  

Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Chewable Tablets;  
Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus MSM Chewable Tablets;  
Cosequin® DS Maximum Strength Plus MSM Soft Chews.  

7. What if I am still not sure whether I am part of the Settlement? 

If you are still not sure whether you are a Class Member, you may go to 
www.XXXXXXXXXXX.com or call toll-free at 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX. 

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS—WHAT YOU GET IF YOU QUALIFY

8. What does the Settlement provide?

As a result of the Settlement, Defendants have agreed to create a Settlement Fund of $11,500,000. 
Settlement Payments from the Settlement Fund will be paid to each Class Member who submits a 
valid and timely Claim Form. 

Class Members who submit a timely and valid Claim Form are eligible for a Settlement Payment of 
up to $25 per unit of Cosequin® Products purchased between May 3, 2016, and May 6, 2022, up to 
a maximum of $150.  

Each Household is limited to and may only submit one single Claim Form. For purposes of the 
Settlement, Household is defined as all persons living at the same physical address.

If the total amount of Valid Claims is more than what remains of the Settlement Fund after removing 
the attorneys’ Fee and Expense Award and service awards, then the Settlement Payment for each 
Class Member will be reduced on a pro rata (a legal term meaning equal) basis. 

Defendants are also required to remove the following statements on future packaging for the 
Cosequin® Products: 

(1) “Mobility, Cartilage and Joint Health Support”;  
(2) “Supports Mobility for a Healthy Lifestyle”; and 
(3) “Use Cosequin to help your pet Climb stairs, Rise and Jump!” 

9. What am I giving up to receive Settlement benefits or stay in the Class?

Unless you exclude yourself (opt-out), you will remain in the Class. If the Settlement is approved and 
becomes final, all the Court’s orders and judgments will apply to you and legally bind you. You will 
not be able to sue, continue to sue, or be part of any other lawsuit against Defendants and the Released 
Parties about the legal claims in this lawsuit that are released by the Settlement Agreement. The rights 
you are giving up are called “Released Claims.” 

10. What are the Released Claims? 

Section 9 of the Settlement Agreement describes the Releases, Released Claims, and Released Parties, 
in necessary legal terminology, so please read this section carefully. The Settlement Agreement is 
available at www.XXXXXXXXXXX.com. For questions regarding the Releases, Released Claims, 
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or Released Parties and what the language in the Settlement Agreement means, you can also contact 
Class Counsel listed below for free, or you can talk to your own lawyer at your own expense. 

HOW TO GET BENEFITS FROM THE SETTLEMENT

11. How do I submit a Claim Form?

You must submit a timely and valid Claim Form to receive a Settlement Payment as described above. 
Your Claim Form must be submitted online at www.XXXXXXXX.com by MONTH DD, 20YY, or 
mailed to the Settlement Administrator at the address on the Claim Form, postmarked by Month 
DD, 20YY. Claim Forms are also available at www.XXXXXXXX.com or by calling 1-XXX-XXX-
XXXX or by writing to:  

Lytle v. Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. et al 
Settlement Administrator  

PO Box XXXX 
Portland, OR 972XX-XXXX 

12. What happens if my contact information changes after I submit a Claim Form?

If you change your mailing address or email address after you submit a Claim Form, it is your 
responsibility to inform the Settlement Administrator of your updated information. You may notify 
the Settlement Administrator of any changes at: 

Lytle v. Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. et al 
Settlement Administrator  

PO Box XXXX 
Portland, OR 972XX-XXXX 

13. When will I receive my Settlement Payment?

If you submit a timely and valid Claim Form, your Settlement Payment will be provided after the 
Settlement is approved by the Court and becomes final.  

It may take time for the Settlement to be approved and become final. Please be patient and check 
www.XXXXXXXX.com for updates. 

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU

14. Do I have a lawyer in this lawsuit?

Yes, the Court has appointed Adam A. Edwards of Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, 
PLLC, and Matthew D. Schultz of Levin, Papantonio, Proctor, Buchanan, O’Brien, Barr & Mougey 
P.A. as Class Counsel to represent you and the Class for the purposes of this Settlement. You will not 
be charged for Class Counsel. If you want to be represented by your own lawyer, you may hire one 
at your own expense.

15. How will Class Counsel be paid?

Class Counsel will file a motion asking the Court to award attorneys’ fees and reimbursement of costs
not to exceed 33% of the Settlement Fund. Class Counsel will also ask the Court to approve service 
awards for the Class Representatives of up to $7,500 for their efforts. If awarded by the Court, 
attorneys’ fees and reimbursement of costs and the service awards will be paid from the Settlement 
Fund. The Court may award less than these amounts. 
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Class Counsel’s motion for the attorneys’ Fee and Expense Award, and service awards, will be made 
available at www.XXXXXXXX.com after it is filed with the Court. 

EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT

If you do not want a Settlement Payment from this Settlement, but you instead want to keep the right 
to sue or continue to sue Defendants and the Released Parties on your own, about the legal claims in 
this lawsuit, then you must take steps to get out of the Settlement. This is called excluding yourself 
from—or “opting-out” of—the Settlement. 

16. How do I get out of the Settlement?

To exclude yourself from the Settlement, you must mail a written request for exclusion, which 
includes the following: 

1. Your full name, mailing address and telephone number; 
2. Your handwritten signature;  
3. A statement that you have reviewed and understood the Notice and want to be excluded from 

the Class, such as “I hereby state I understand the Notice and request to be excluded from the 
Class in Justin Lytle and Christine Musthaler v. Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. and Nutramax 
Laboratories Veterinary Sciences, Inc., Case No. 5:19-cv-00835; 

4. Your lawyer’s name and contact information (if any);  
5. Proof that you purchased a Cosequin® Product between May 3, 2016, and May 6, 2022. 

The exclusion request must be mailed to the Settlement Administrator at the following address and
postmarked by MONTH DD, 20YY: 

Lytle v. Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. et al 
Settlement Administrator  

PO Box XXXX 
Portland, OR 972XX-XXXX 

You cannot opt-out (exclude yourself) by telephone or by email. 

“Mass” or “class” requests for exclusion filed by third parties on behalf of a “mass” or “class” of 
Class Members or multiple Class Members where the opt-out has not been signed by each and every 
individual Class Member will not be allowed. 

17. If I opt-out can I still get anything from the Settlement?

No. If you timely opt-out, you will not be entitled to receive a Settlement Payment, and you will not 
be bound by the Settlement or any judgment in this lawsuit. You can only get a Settlement Payment 
if you stay in the Settlement and submit a timely and valid Claim Form.          

18. If I do not exclude myself, can I sue Defendants for the same thing later?

No. Unless you opt-out, you give up any right to sue any of the Released Parties for the legal claims 
this Settlement resolves and Releases, and you will be bound by all the terms of the Settlement, 
proceedings, orders, and judgments in the lawsuit. You must opt-out of this lawsuit to start or continue 
with your own lawsuit or be part of any other lawsuit against the Released Parties about the Released 
Claims in this Settlement. If you have a pending lawsuit, speak to your lawyer in that lawsuit
immediately.

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT
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19. How do I tell the Court that I do not like the Settlement?

If you are a Class Member, you can tell the Court you do not agree with all or any part of the 
Settlement and/or the attorneys’ Fee and Expense Award, and service awards.  

To object, you must file your written objection with the Court by MONTH DD, 20YY and send your 
objection by U.S. mail to the Settlement Administrator postmarked by MONTH DD, 20YY, stating 
that you object to the Settlement in Justin Lytle and Christine Musthaler v. Nutramax Laboratories, 
Inc. and Nutramax Laboratories Veterinary Sciences, Inc., Case No. 5:19-cv-00835. 

To file an objection, you cannot exclude yourself from the Class. Your objection must include all of 
the following information:  

1. Your full name, address, telephone number and email address (if any); 
2. Information or documents sufficient to show that you are a Class Member; 
3. Copies of any materials that you intend to submit to the Court or present at the Fairness 

Hearing; 
4. The legal and factual ground(s) for the objection;  
5. Whether the objection applies only to you, to a specific subset of the Class, or to the entire 

Class; 
6. If you are represented by a lawyer, your lawyer’s name, email address, mailing address, and 

telephone number;  
7. Your request to present arguments to the Court at the Fairness Hearing (if any);  
8. Your personal signature and, if represented by a lawyer, the personal signature of your lawyer.  

To object, you must file your timely written objection with the Court as provided below no later than 
MONTH DD, 20YY, and send by U.S. mail to the Settlement Administrator postmarked by 
MONTH DD, 20YY, at the following addresses: 

COURT SETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATOR

U.S. District Court
Central District of California
First Street U.S. Courthouse

350 W. 1st Street  
Suite 4311

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Lytle v. Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. et al
Settlement Administrator  

PO Box XXXX 
Portland, OR 972XX-XXXX

Notice of Intention to Appear:  

If you are a Class Member and you object, at the Court’s discretion, you may appear at the Fairness 
Hearing. 

 To appear, you must file a Notice of Intention to Appear with the Court. 
 Your Notice of Intention to Appear must be filed with the Court by MONTH DD, 20YY, and

mailed to the Settlement Administrator postmarked by MONTH DD, 20YY, at the addresses 
in the table above. 

Your Notice of Intention to Appear must include: 
 Your full name, address, telephone number and email address (if any); and 
 If you are represented by a lawyer, your lawyer’s name, email address, mailing address, and 

telephone number.

20.What is the difference between objecting and asking to be excluded?
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Objecting is simply telling the Court you do not like something about the Settlement. Requesting 
exclusion (opting-out) is telling the Court you do not want to be part of the Class or the Settlement. 
If you exclude yourself, you cannot object to the Settlement. 

THE FAIRNESS HEARING 

21. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement? 

The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing on MONTH DD, 20YY at XX:XX a.m./p.m. before the 
Honorable Fernando M. Olguin, First Street U.S. Courthouse, 350 W. 1st Street, Suite 4311, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012. At this hearing, the Court will consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable, 
and adequate, and decide whether to approve the Settlement, Class Counsel’s attorneys’ Fee and 
Expense Award, and service awards.  

If there are objections that were filed by the deadline the Court will consider them. If you file a timely, 
written objection, and you would like to speak at the hearing, you must indicate in your written 
objection that you wish to speak at the Fairness Hearing.  

Note: The date and time of the Fairness Hearing are subject to change without further notice to the 
Class. The Court may also decide to hold the hearing via video conference or by telephone. You 
should check the Settlement Website www.XXXXXXXXX.com to confirm the date and time of the 
Fairness Hearing have not changed. 

22. Do I have to attend the Fairness Hearing?

No. Class Counsel will answer any questions the Court may have. However, you are welcome to 
attend at your own expense. If you file an objection, you do not have to attend the Fairness Hearing 
to speak about it. As long as you file your written objection by the deadline, the Court will consider 
it. 

23. May I speak at the Fairness Hearing? 

Yes, at the Court’s discretion, as long as you do not exclude yourself (opt-out) and you file a timely 
written objection, and a Notice of Intention to Appear requesting to speak at the hearing, you can, 
(but do not have to) participate and speak for yourself at the Fairness Hearing. This is called making 
an appearance. You can also have your own lawyer speak for you, but you will have to pay for the 
lawyer yourself.  

If you want to appear, or if you want your own lawyer instead of Class Counsel to speak for you at 
the hearing, you must follow all of the procedures for objecting and file a Notice of Intention to 
Appear as listed above—and specifically include a statement whether you or your lawyer will appear 
at the Fairness Hearing. 

IF YOU DO NOTHING

24. What happens if I do nothing at all?

If you are a Class Member and you do nothing, you will not receive a Settlement Payment. You will 
give up your right to start a lawsuit, continue with a lawsuit, or be part of any other lawsuit against 
the Released Parties about the legal claims that are released by the Settlement and you will be bound 
by all the terms of the Settlement, proceedings, orders, and judgments in the lawsuit.
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GETTING MORE INFORMATION

25. How do I get more information?

This Notice summarizes the Settlement. Complete details about the Settlement are provided in the 
Settlement Agreement. The Settlement Agreement and other related documents are available at 
www.XXXXXXX.com. You may get additional information at www.XXXXXXXX.com, by calling 
toll-free 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX, or by writing to: 

Lytle v. Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. et al
Settlement Administrator  

PO Box XXXX 
Portland, OR 972XX-XXXX 

PLEASE DO NOT TELEPHONE THE COURT OR THE COURT CLERK’S OFFICE 
REGARDING THIS NOTICE.
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